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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 30575 220633Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EB-08 ISO-OO COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 INT-05 
AID-05 /032W 

079277 220717Z/21 

R 220330Z NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2672 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 30575 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, TH 

SUB J : ESTABLISHED AND PROPOSED IRON ORE DIRECT REDUCTION PROCESS 
PLANTS 

REF: A-4082, OCTOBER 6, 1977 

1 . NO IRON ORE DIRECT REDUCTION PROCESS PLANTS EXIST IN THAILAND. 

2. THE G.S. STEEL GROUP, MAIOR PRODUCER OF STEEL AND STEEL 
PRODUCTS IN THAILAND, HAS ASKED FOR THE RTG'S PARTICIPATION IN A 
PROPOSED INTEGRATED STEEL MILL PORJECT AND ACCORDINGLY, A NATIONAL 
IRON AND STEEL COMMITTEE OF THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY WAS FORMED TO 
STUDY THE VIABILITY OF THE PROIECT. 

IS3. THE COMMITTEE SELECTED AN AUSTRIAN CONSULTANT FIRM, 
AUSTROMINERAL/AUSTROPLAN, TO DO A PRE-FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE USE 
OF NATURAL GAS TO MANUFACTURE SPONGE IRON BY DIRECT REDUCTION 
PROCESS. THE STUDY BEGAN ON NOVEMBER 15 AND IS EXPECTED TO BE 
COMPLETED BY FEBRUARY 14. 

O'DONOHUE 
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